Conference: 19 & 20 July 2017 at the Huntington Library,
San Marino, California

Elizabeth von Arnim and Katherine
Mansfield — Literary Connections,
Friendships and Influence

Keynote Speakers:

Professor Emerita Bonnie Kime Scott
(San Diego State University)

Professor Christine Froula
(Northwestern University)

This conference is the first joint venture of the Katherine Mansfield Society and the
International Elizabeth von Arnim Society

“There is a kind of turn in our sentences which is alike but that is because we are worms of
the same family.” (Katherine Mansfield)

Recent scholarship on the complicated friendship between Katherine Mansfield and her
bestselling author cousin, Elizabeth von Arnim, has done much to shed light on the complex
literary and personal connections between these unlikely friends. In spite of their difference in
age and outlook on life, von Arnim and Mansfield shared more than just antipodean family
connections. Mansfield’s narrator in her early collection of short stories, In a German
Pension, bears marked resemblances with the protagonist of Elizabeth and Her German
Garden, and von Arnim’s most radical novel, Vera, was written at the height of her intimate
friendship with Mansfield. John Middleton Murry dedicated his posthumous collection of
Mansfield’s poems to ‘Elizabeth of the German Garden’.

Moreover, both writers had close ties to London’s literary scene and shared friends and
mutual acquaintances, including Bertrand Russell, Virginia Woolf, S. S. Koteliansky and
Ottoline Morrell. Both also remained ambivalent about that most powerful of literary circles,
Bloomsbury. This overlap of friends, connections and literary influences is typical of the fluid
and dynamic literary landscape of the interwar years and raises the question: How did
friendships and literary connections shape the work of both writers?

This conference seeks to explore the literary connections, friendships and influences that
shaped Mansfield and von Arnim’s work. Building on recent scholarship, we are seeking
papers that situate Mansfield and von Arnim within the literary field, their friendship
networks and within their own extensive family.

As well as holding the Elizabeth von Arnim (Countess Russell) papers, the Huntington is a
destination venue in its own right. The library is located in glorious botanical gardens and the
library houses a world class art collection.



Papers may include but are not limited to the following topics:
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Mansfield and/or von Arnim’s personal and artistic relationship with other writers e.g.,
in addition to those listed above, this might include E.M. Forster, H.G. Wells, George
Santanaya, John Middleton Murry, Frank Swinnerton, George Moore, Hugh Walpole.
D. H. Lawrence, Aldous Huxley and others

Biographical explorations

Connections between middle- and highbrow writing, connection to literary ‘schools’

Thematic connections between the two authors might include:
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Place

Gardens

Music

The natural world
Gender

Queer narratives
Trans-national connections
Psychology

Food

Domestic relationships
Childhood

Satire and Irony

Please send abstracts of ¢.200 words, together with a 50 word

biosketch, by 28 February 2017 to:

Dr Juliane Roembhild j.roemhild@latrobe.edu.au AND

Dr Gerri Kimber kms(@katherinemansfieldsociety.org




